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The Criminalization of Women and LGBTQIA+ Community
There are various forms of inequality that are evident within the society today. These inequalities include those as evidenced by the inequalities in income gap, gender inequality, heath care, and via social class. Focusing mainly on gender inequalities, it is not surprising that gender is the primary marker of social and economic stratification and as a result of exclusion (Kang et al 15). How ideologies and institutions produce social, political, and economic inequalities for women on local, national, and global levels stems from the manner in which they help to uphold the kind of gender norms and stereotypes that reinforce gendered identities and constraint the behavior of women and men in ways that lead to inequality (Kang et al 20). This thesis disputes the old beliefs that gender equality was perpetuated exclusively through differential access to and control over material resources (Kang et al 20). The effects of this type of inequality is that males on average are better positioned  in social, economic, and political hierarchies, an attribute that now is currently characteristic of most societies. But thanks to the advent of international media, governmental policies, and cultural productions as that directed by Deborah Esqurenazi, Southwest of Salem: The Story of the San Antonio Four, they have helped significantly in the fight for the actualization of women’s rights as human rights and on a global scale. Such productions have helped to bring to the attention of the global institutions the kind of victimization that is evident in the wake of outright gender inequalities and subsequently in making suggestion of the potent solutions to adopt in a bid to curb the progression of this archaic and limited view of women in the society in a bid to drive global change in perspectives towards the rooting out of gender inequalities that are evident within the society. The influence  of international media, governmental policies, and cultural productions on women’s rights and material condition has foster the reverberation of the universal call to countries and their governments to make big on their promise in effort that are directed towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal 3 that “reflects the global attention to the issue of gender inequality and has been providing the impetus for governments to eliminate gender inequality in primary and secondary education by 2005 and in all levels by 2015” (Stanley, Smith 8). Despite the positive efforts being made to actualize this goal and on a global scale, there is still a lot more to be done and especially in the criminal justice system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is absurd that the modern-day criminal justice should be governed by the same gender norms and stereotypical ideologies about women and the LGBTQIA+ community as can be appreciated through the documentary where the four women were indicated and subsequently incarcerated in an environment of ubiquitous homophobia and the idea that homosexuals are naturally prone to sexually abusing children (Esqurenazi, 2016). Such stereotypical view of women and this community has led to wrongful mass incarcerations of women and members of the LGBTQIA+ community and this confinement is pieced together and further enabled by the disparate and highly fragmented system that the criminal justice system that is seen in the wake of the prison industrial complex (PIC) (Sudbury 162). This new prison industrial complex is seen as building from and adding to the older criminal justice systems that is more inclined to and driven by racist and patriarchal exploitation of women that sees to it that black women are subjected to super-exploitation within the global prison industrial complex as more profit-driven prison corporations are instituted within the criminal justice system (Sudbury 163).  The PIC reproduces social, political, and economic inequalities for women and LGBTQIA+ communities at the individual, community, national and global levels in the same manner as all other global institutions do by way of enabling and upholding gender norms and stereotypes that reinforce gendered identities and constraint the behavior of women and men in ways that lead to inequality (Kang et al 20). The amount of racial bias and disparities that were once thought of as driving the mass incarceration of African American males is now being witnessed within the female justice system and at an alarming rate thanks to the mandatory minimums and the war on drugs (Sudbury 163). As certain countries, the likes of North America, witness a shift in the New Labour and Conservatives adoption of private prison industry, the deprivation of liberty in these countries have subsequently been translated into an extremely profitable enterprise, the victims of which are the women and other people from poor backgrounds. The lack of the ability to defend themselves has rendered them easy targets to this new and globally expanding prison industrial complex (Sudbury 163).
The effects of mass incarceration is that it has led to overpopulation crisis within the prison department in the United States with significant individual and community damages as that of irrevocable harm by time spent behind bars for the individual. In addition, there is significant collateral damage and scarring effects that are evident within the young families in which any member of their family has been locked up such as poor academic performances and explicit behavioral problems for the children of inmates. Its effects on the national budget translates to well over US$ 180billion being used in the maintenance of these mass incarcerations, budgetary allocations that would better be used in the provision of basic services such as healthcare in the country (Stanley, Smith 12). 
In a bid to the address the problems that arose from the institution of prison industrial complex, it would be imperative that other alternatives be implemented such as that rooted in prison reforms projects. These involve the significant reduction of the overreliance on the use of incarceration by way of developing interventions that deliver tangible impacts to incarceration, in addition to helping to improve the effectiveness of the criminal justice system and the conditions inside prisons. Lastly, it focuses on the reinstatement of those whose lives are impacted by crimes.
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